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Abstract: Asia-Pacific is a region which covers almost forty-nine economies of the world. Geographically 
it covers China, Northeast-Asia and Southeast-Asia as well. This region got importance in current century 
due to economic and strategic competition between both super powers such as the United States and China. 
This competition started especially when China started to increased their influence in this region and to 
counter China, USA shift its policy from Middle East to Asia-Pacific. This article examines the complex 
interactions between media dynamics and Asia-Pacific's strategic competition. It explores the strategies and 
counterstrategies used by local players, shedding light on how important the media is in forming public 
opinion, molding narratives, and ultimately establishing power relationships in this intricate geopolitical 
environment. 
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Introduction 

The Asia-Pacific area encompasses China, 
Northeast Asia, and Southeast Asia. This region 
becomes important strategically and 
economically, due to which countries around this 
region developing new policies to protect their 
interest. The United States has controlled this 
region for the past 70 years, but in the second 
decade of the twenty-first century, things have 
changed. The rise of China as the world's largest 
economy and a strategic player has been the 
primary cause of this development. To govern 
this area and safeguard their interests, the 
Chinese come up with their own ideas. This 
assertion is expressed rather clearly in the 
Chinese Belt and Road initiative. The way China 
is using its economic expansion to strengthen its 
military and increase its diplomatic clout is 
another noteworthy trend. This puts the current 
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global order's stability in jeopardy and puts the 
regional balance of power under strain.( Heiduk, 
2020).  

Due to importance of this region and to 
counter emerging Chinese influence in 
November 2011, the ex-president of the United 
States, Barack Obama, made a public declaration 
regarding a strategic shift in American foreign 
policy towards the Asian region, sometimes 
referred to as the "Asia policy pivot." The aim of 
this policy is to fortify the economic, diplomatic, 
political, and security linkages within the region 
by leveraging both bilateral and multilateral 
mechanisms. The other purpose of this policy 
was to reassure their allies USA has not over 
stretched itself due to war on terror. Under this 
policy US would increase its engagements in this 
region. The Chinese view this strategy as a 
strategic tool to restrain China's increasing 
influence in the Asia Pacific region; whereas the 
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United States claims that the goal of the policy is 
not to control China. (E. Manyin, 2012).  

 
Objectives 

1. To examine US role in Asia Pacific region 
2. To investigate China role in Asia Pacific 

region 
3. To explore role of media in Asia-Pacific 

Strategic Competition 
 

Methodology 

This article uses secondary data collection 
techniques within a qualitative research 
methodology. In order to put the involvement of 
China and the USA in historical context, a 
thorough literature assessment, document 
analysis of official publications and media 
coverage, and archival research are all required. 
 
USA Role in Asia-Pacific Region 

For the past forty years, the United States of 
America has sustained a hegemonic stance in the 
Asia-Pacific region. However it is noteworthy 
that its regional influence experienced a drop in 
more recent times, particularly during the 
presidency of Donald Trump. He openly 
criticized policy of former president Barack 
Obama Rebalancing to Asia. The Trump 
administration more focused on security aspect 
of this region under America first doctrine and 
this proving unwelcomed by other regional 
countries. In light of these circumstances, the 
political landscape in the United States 
underwent a transformation, leading to the 
emergence of anti-Chinese attitude within the US 
strategic circle. This emotion was reflected in the 
National Security Strategy report, which 
designated China as a rival state within the 
region. It also has increased the strategic 
competition between both states. The White 
House promulgated the inaugural National 
Security Strategy report subsequent to the 
culmination of the initial year of the Trump 
administration. The United States expresses its 
endorsement of India's rise as a prominent global 
force and its role as a more robust strategic and 
defense ally(Ford, 2020). 

The United States intends to enhance 
quadrilateral collaboration with Japan, Australia, 
and India. The U.S. initiation of the QUAD, in 
light of escalating dynamics and rivalry between 
China and India, is anticipated to profoundly 
influence the peace and security of the entire 
region. This strategic alliance, consisting of 
Japan, India, Australia, and the United States, 
aims to address the evolving geopolitical 
dynamics and promote stability in the region. 
The Chinese economy is deeply dependent on 
international trade and energy resources 
channeled through the Indian Ocean. Yet, it 
grapples with the Malacca Dilemma, leading 
China to seek proactive strategies to protect its 
economic and security priorities. India's 
advantageous positioning in the Indian Ocean 
enhances its strategic importance from the 
perspective of the United States. This enhanced 
relevance stems from the potential for economic 
and military collaboration between the two 
nations, aimed at countering China's influence 
within this particular region. Indian territorial 
issues with China also become cause to 
cooperate between USA and India. USA 
considered India as its strong ally in this region 
to protect its interest that’s why India enjoys 
important position in QUAD (Paskal, 2021).  

India and USA develop their military and 
economic relations. They do Naval exercises in 
Indo- Pacific region regularly. Multiple strategic 
agreements, including the 2016 Logistic 
Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
(LEMOA), the 2020 Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement (BECA), and the 2012 
Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA), have been reached 
between the two countries.  Under this emerging 
position Pakistan facing big challenges on the 
front of foreign policy. Pakistan have good 
economic and strategic relations with China. 
Both states have also good terms militarily and 
cooperate with each other strategically. CPEC is 
a flagship project of BRI between both states. 
But on the other hand USA is big trading partner 
of Pakistan and also cooperate in military 
equipment’s. India and Pakistan is traditional 
rivals and have their territorial issues. In this 
emerging situation where USA cooperate with 
India as its ally against China to counter in the 
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region(Jia, 2017). It would create problems for 
Pakistan. Pakistan would face problems to 
maintain balance between USA and China due to 
emerging trends in this region. Pakistan would 
also face the different economic and strategic 
issues, which become big challenge for Pakistan 
in near future. 

U.S. foreign policy attention to the Indo-
Pacific region surged following President 
Donald Trump's 2017 Asia tour. This shift is 
documented in the 'Indo-Pacific Strategy Report' 
released by the US Department of Defense. On 
December 31, 2018, President Trump instituted 
the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA).This 
legislation provided a financial allocation of 
US$1.5 billion to facilitate the implementation of 
diverse initiatives by the United States in the 
regions of East and Southeast Asia. The primary 
objective of this law was to formulate a 
comprehensive and principled strategy for the 
Indo-Pacific area inside the United States, with 
the intention of fostering a strategic vision that 
spans over a significant period of time (Saha, 
2020). 

 

China Role in Asia-Pacific Region 

Within the region, China is aggressively seeking 
to develop win-win cooperation and 
interconnectivity. In pursuit of this objective, it 
has established the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), which will serve as the foundation for 
subsequent initiatives. Countries in the region 
may benefit. However, from a geopolitical 
standpoint, The US sees China as a growing 
threat and is responding accordingly. The United 
States is committed to maintaining its global 
hegemony via a combination of increased 
military expenditures and expanded military 
deployments in the Indo-Pacific area. 
Additionally, it aims to reinforce its quadrilateral 
strategic alliance with Japan, Australia, and 
India. In the wake of Barack Obama's victory, the 
Obama administration's "Rebalancing" team 
embarked on endeavors aimed at preserving 
United States global leadership via the 
enhancement of political, security, and economic 
ties with the Asia-Pacific region. The Trump 
administration lays significant attention on 
regional nations. The United States, under the 

"America First" doctrine, is currently 
emphasizing the security dimension of its Indo-
Pacific strategy, a position that has met with 
criticism from regional governments. Due to 
which Chinese influence in this region will 
increase continues with promotion of BRI and 
other initiatives for expanding their interest as 
well as regional integration (Saeed, 2017). 

The economic facet of the "rebalancing 
strategy" is being assessed against the backdrop 
of China's expanding military prowess and the 
Trump administration's choice to exit the 
Transpacific Partnership (TPP).This recent 
development has contributed to the increasing 
apprehension within the region. This paper posits 
that U.S put stress on India's involvement in the 
Asia Pacific area may be ascribed to a persistent 
alignment with the strategic objectives of the US 
(Khan, 2018). 

 
Naval Cooperation 

Indo US naval cooperation poses the serious 
implications for Pakistan economically, 
diplomatic and especially in maritime security. 
India is now contemplating its role as a supplier 
of internet security in the Indian Ocean area, 
while also harboring regional aspirations to 
assume the position of a hegemonic force. Indo 
Pacific or Indian ocean region have strategic 
importance due to its geo strategic location and 
geo-economics. A large number of trade in the 
form of energy supplies, fisheries through this 
region from Arabian gulf, strait of Hormuz, strait 
of Malacca and in Oceania states (Tehseen, 
2017). 

In United State policy of indo pacific, US 
considered India as net security provider, which 
gave the room to India shows his muscles in this 
region. Both states have their own interests in 
this region. In pivot to Asia pacific or Indo 
pacific policy US shifted its attention from 
Middle East to Southeast Asia, Fareast and as 
well as Oceania. India also have their economic 
and strategic interest in this region in the form of 
energy security, seaborne trade shipping and 
fishing as well. The Indian naval doctrine 2015 
also revealed their interest and ambitions in this 
region. For these purposes they are going 
towards massive modernization in naval front.  
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Following China's rise as a prominent economic 
force, it has become evident that China has goals 
and interests in the area. Due to emerging 
economy, it becomes the largest energy 
consumer and dependent upon energy supply 
which passes through this region. China and 
United State already indulge in economic 
warfare. China’s have threat of blockade in 
South China sea as well as faces Malacca 
dilemma. Due to which, China started massive 
modernization in his Naval capabilities. They 
deployed PLAN in Indian ocean region were 
intended for anti-piracy operations. China also 
constructed Gwadar port in Pakistan which 
provide alternative route. The Gwadar port is an 
integral component of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, which is often regarded as 
the flagship project of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) (Clif, 2020).  

China has constructed the Hambantota port 
in Sri Lanka and the Chittagong port in 
Bangladesh as part of its strategic initiative 
known as the "string of pearls" program. This 
major shift in China’s policy poses threat to India 
in terms of economy, security and their 
hegemonic ambitions in this region. Due to 
which trilemma emerge between China, India 
and United State. United states consider China as 
competitor in this region for which they wanted 
to contain them. India and United State enjoyed 
their cordial diplomatic and economic relations. 
India is trustworthy strategic partner of United 
State as well as major trade partner too. Due to 
common interests of both states and to counter 
Chinese rise in this region, both started to 
enhance their cooperation strategically and 
economically. Especially they cooperate in 
maritime security to counter china. As United 
state consider India its reliable partner to protect 
their interest in this region. They shared a large 
number of technology with India in maritime 
security front (Ben Dolven, 2020). 

Both states engaged in different agreement 
and did regular exercises in this region. For 
several years, The Malabar Exercise has been 
undertaken in the Indian Ocean by India and the 
US. The complexity and breadth of the exercise 
have increased progressively throughout the 
years and it is now a trilateral exercise with 
Japan's participation. One of the primary 

objectives is the protection of marine 
communication pathways, the suppression of 
piracy, smuggling, terrorism, and trafficking 
activities, as well as the provision of assistance 
in humanitarian aid and disaster relief efforts. A 
logistics and interoperability agreement has been 
established between the United States and India, 
facilitating enhanced coordination and 
cooperation.  

As part of this agreement, India has acquired 
sophisticated maritime surveillance capabilities 
in the form of P8I aircraft from the United States. 
India, the United States, and Japan have also 
conducted naval drills in the Sea of Japan. United 
States act offensively for maximizing his power 
under the assumptions of Mershimer thesis of 
Offensive realism to counter China in this region 
made different agreements with India as well as 
other regional players.  United States wanted to 
hold the Naval supremacy under the core 
assumptions of AlfredThayer Mahan concept of 
sea power to control the world as super power. 
For which both states incorporate number of 
agreements which provide naval sophistication 
to India (Brown, 2017).  

In this sense, the Defense Technology and 
Trade Initiative (DTTI) has been a core of the 
accomplished and anticipated degree of 
collaboration. Under the framework of the DTTI, 
four joint working groups have been focusing on 
collaboration in land, marine, air, and aircraft 
carrier technology. The discussion between the 
Indian Defense Innovation Organization (DIO-
iDEX), the United States Defense Innovation 
United (DIU), and the Industrial Security Annex 
(ISA) processes are also noteworthy. They are 
also incorporated a foundational agreement in 
terms of technology transfer such as LEMOA, 
COMOCASA and BECA. Due to these 
agreement India improve their real time 
information and exchange of secrete operational 
thinking with United State in no time.  

In addition to its China-centric nature, the 
heightened naval collaboration between India 
and the United States has significant strategic 
implications for Pakistan. The recent 
development has exacerbated the power 
dynamics between India and Pakistan, two 
neighboring nations with a history of regional 
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rivalry. Remarkable, given the recent bellicose 
posture and threatening language displayed by 
PM Modi against Pakistan, such as when he told 
a military conference that India could crush 
Pakistan in ten days The use of aggressive 
language by Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi towards Pakistan engenders a persistent 
fear of armed conflict and heightened tensions in 
the South Asian region (Lai, 2013).  

The flagship project of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) led by China, known as the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), has 
considerable importance within this particular 
framework due to its direct linkage to the Indian 
Ocean. Given its status as the primary investor, 
China is likely to exert significant control and 
influence over the trade route that traverses the 
Indian Ocean. Similarly, there is a chance that 
Pakistan may provide China with more access to 
Central Asian republics via the CPEC and 
Gwadar Port. To restrain China, the United 
States has empowered India while ignoring the 
possibility that this could have grave security 
repercussions for Pakistan. 

Therefore, the strengthened Indo-American 
naval alliance will give India with a strategic 
advantage over Pakistan. Though the depiction 
of their naval cooperation in the Indian Ocean 
Region appears to be primarily focused at 
fighting China, it would also strengthen India's 
naval posture in the IOR. The United States' 
significant investment and deployment of 
advanced naval equipment to India would 
enhance the naval capabilities of the Indian 
military. While Prime Minister Modi's hawkish 
approach indicates that India's expanded naval 
might will pose an even greater threat to 
Pakistan, On November 4, 2016, following the 
opening of the Gwadar Port, an Indian nuclear 
submarine reportedly entered Pakistani territorial 
waters. Such adverse signals from India are 
expected to have an effect on CPEC shipments 
(Jia, 2017).  

To counter the naval danger posed by India, 
Pakistan must continue to develop its navy on its 
own. At the exterior level, naval cooperation 
between Pakistan and China must be expanded. 
In this sense, Pakistan's August 2020 acquisition 
of the first of four modern "Type-054 class 

frigates" from China is extremely significant. 
This would increase Pakistan's naval options in 
comparison to India's improved naval capability.  

The main goal of the coalition is to combat 
the influence of China and at the same time 
strengthen India's defense capabilities through 
long-term cooperation. The India-US partnership 
has posed a serious threat to the strategic stability 
of IOR and South Asia by creating new 
imbalances in the existing ones. The growing 
trend of strategic alliances may enable India to 
take aggressive and confrontational steps against 
its main enemy. This could lead to an arms race 
in the IOR and create strategic imbalances 
among the competing countries. Pakistan plays 
an important role in the South Asia region. The 
US has a stronger economic relationship with 
India which is likely to strengthen the alignment. 
This alignment will lead to more defense 
cooperation and a long-term partnership, which 
will increase Pakistan's stake in IOR and threaten 
the strategic stability of that region (E. Manyin, 
2012). 

 
Media Role in Asia Pacific Strategic 
Competition 

The media's role in creating strategic competition 
among regional powers appears as a formidable 
force in the complex fabric of Asia-Pacific 
geopolitics. Media dynamics, which include the 
sharing of information, the creation of narratives, 
and the use of influence tactics, play a vital role 
in shaping public opinion, winning over the 
public, and eventually changing the balance of 
power in the area (Brown, 2017). The idea of 
information warfare is essential to 
comprehending media dynamics in Asia-Pacific 
strategic conflict. Actors in the area blur the 
boundaries between fact and fiction by using a 
variety of media outlets to spread stories that 
support their strategic goals. In addition to 
influencing audiences at home, this information 
manipulation seeks to change perceptions 
abroad, forming alliances and fostering 
diplomatic ties. Additionally, the impact of 
media dynamics in Asia-Pacific has increased 
due to the widespread use of social media 
platforms. These platforms provide as arenas for 
conflicting narratives to fight for supremacy, 
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which frequently exacerbates already-existing 
tensions and stokes strategic rivalries. Social 
media's instantaneous nature allows information 
to travel quickly, making it a powerful weapon 
for influencing public opinion and discourse 
(Tien & Trang, 2023).  

Furthermore, the storyline surrounding 
territorial disputes and regional conflicts is 
greatly influenced by media dynamics. Media 
sources have the power to change public opinion, 
impact policy choices, and intensify hostilities 
between nations by carefully crafting narratives 
and agendas. In this situation, the media not only 
serves as a communication medium but also as 
an instrument of strategic rivalry. Nonetheless, 
rivalry is not the only feature that defines media 
dynamics in the Asia-Pacific region. Media 
outlets are another way that countries in the 
region collaborate and work together, promoting 
communication and understanding amongst 
them. Joint media partnerships and cultural 
exchanges are examples of initiatives that can 
build confidence and ease tensions, but they do 
so against a larger background of geopolitical 
rivalry (Xianghong & Shaowen, 2021). 

 
Results 

To project influence and advance its strategic 
goals, the USA makes use of its vast network of 
traditional media outlets, digital platforms, and 
strategic communication efforts. On the other 
hand, China challenges US supremacy in 
geopolitics by utilizing social media, state-run 
media outlets, and advanced information warfare 
techniques. The analysis focuses on how the two 
superpowers' ongoing conflict is entwined with 
soft power projection, narrative construction, and 
information manipulation. The results also 
highlight how important media narratives are in 
forming public opinion, regional views, and 
strategic narratives. Policymakers, military 
strategists, and communication professionals 
navigating the intricacies of the information 
battlefield in the Asia-Pacific area amid 
intensifying US-China competition must 
comprehend these dynamics. 
 

Conclusion 

 

With its vast media reach and technological 
capabilities, the United States, a longstanding 
global power, has tremendous influence in the 
Asia-Pacific region. U.S. geopolitical aims in the 
region are typically aligned with the narratives 
projected by American media outlets, digital 
platforms, and cultural exports. By means of 
programs like Voice of America and Radio Free 
Asia, the United States influences public 
opinion, advances democratic principles, and 
refutes narratives deemed antagonistic to its 
objectives. As far as India role is concerned it has 
made more investments to strengthen its media 
footprint in an effort to project soft power and 
assert its geopolitical position, as a result of its 
expanding economy and growing importance in 
the area. Traditional and digital Indian media 
provide a forum for stories that highlight India's 
successes in the economy, culture, and 
diplomacy throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 
Furthermore, India's media power is amplified 
and has a greater impact due to its strategic 
connections and cultural linkages with 
neighboring countries. China, on the other hand, 
combines state-controlled media outlets with 
digital censorship and propaganda activities to 
further its strategic goals. China uses a 
diversified strategy to media dynamics in the 
Asia-Pacific region. China aims to oppose 
perceived Western hegemony in the media 
landscape, spread its influence, and shape 
regional narratives through programs like the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the growth of 
Chinese official media channels like Xinhua and 
CGTN. In the middle of this global conflict, the 
media is vital as a tool and a battlefield where 
stories are shaped, challenged, and weaponized 
to sway public opinion and determine 
geopolitical outcomes. Navigating the 
complicated terrain of Asia-Pacific geopolitics 
and preserving regional peace need an 
understanding of the subtle interplay between 
media dynamics and the strategic goals of the 
US, India, and China. Proactive participation and 
strategic vision will be essential for handling the 
opportunities and challenges that arise as the 
information battlefield continues to change. 

 

Recommendations 
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 Initiate media literacy initiatives across 
the region to equip people with the 
analytical abilities necessary to 
distinguish between propaganda and 
biased news from US and Chinese media 
sources. 

 In order to promote honesty, objectivity, 
and responsibility in reporting on the 
strategic struggle between the United 
States and China, media organizations in 
the Asia-Pacific area should be 
encouraged to adhere to ethical journalism 
principles. 

 Encourage more understanding and 
empathy through cultural exchange 
programs and people-to-people 
diplomacy to lessen the influence of false 
impressions spread by Chinese and 
American media narratives. 

 Provide strong regulatory frameworks to 
combat the dissemination of 
misinformation and propaganda, 
guaranteeing accountability and 
transparency among media organizations 
functioning in the area, especially those 
connected to China and the United States. 

 Encourage joint research initiatives and 
scholarly collaborations aimed at 
examining media dynamics and 
information warfare tactics utilized by the 
United States and China within the Asia-
Pacific region. 

 Invest more in public diplomacy programs 
to use cultural diplomacy and strategic 
messaging to improve China's and the 
United States' standing and influence in 
the area. 
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