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This paper analyses SSC as a transformative response to the prevailing climate governance
approach from the Global North. From an Eco-Marxist perspective, the study critiques the Global North's
epistemic stranglehold, which sidelines localized Indigenous and feminist knowledge, holistically considering
the climate. This paper looks into the theory of reparations and demonstrates the lack of responsibility as
empty accountability while revealing the captive relationships fostered by the North. The study demonstrates
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The various aspects of people's lives, including
social, economic, and cultural activities, are
factors that shape the quality of one's life (Royle,
2020). A more fundamental approach to
understanding environmental problems
emphasizes the need to incorporate sociological,
ethical, and psychological frameworks rather
than relying solely on technocratic or economic
models. The increasing severity of global climate
problems has led governments and international
bodies to adopt long-term policies for mitigation
and adaptation (Ahmed, 2014). When
considering developmental efforts, economic
development accompanied by neglect of
ecological balance results in a disguised

endeavor without genuine intentions to achieve
sustainability (Vieira & Alden, 2011).

To modernize their economies, numerous
countries in the Global South have attempted to
accelerate industrialization; however, this has
often had the opposite effect, resulting in
deforestation, pollution, biodiversity loss, and
resource degradation. Rural depopulation and the
decline of farming practices are consequences of
infrastructure development, with no prior
environmental impact assessments having been
conducted. Urban migration has placed an added
burden on the already strained city
infrastructures, which has worsened ecological
imbalances.  The need for  effective
environmental policies is closely tied to
international, non-governmental, and local
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community collaboration at all levels (Weiler et
al., 2018).

One significant challenge for effective
policy implementation is the lack of integration
within  global environmental —governance
systems. Politically, there is cynicism, while
administratively, there is infighting that
paralyzes any attempts at coordinated action. The
South Asian region, in particular, requires
international cooperation, as collective action is
essential to address climate-related threats.
However, such cooperation is challenging due to
competing priorities at the national level, as well
as the legacy of Northern hegemony in shaping
Global South climate policies.

This research aims to enhance the academic
climate in the Global South, thereby countering
the dominance of Western scholarship and
policies. It recommends a cross-comparison of
climate governance practices in two Southern
countries to highlight local and indigenous
frameworks of climate governance. The focus is
on tailoring climate responses to transform them
into proactive policies that lead to the creation of
a positive, decolonized climate policy
framework for South Asia, one that embraces the
region's socio-political context. The study
employs comparative policy frameworks in
conjunction with qualitative information to
assess climate legislation and its enforcement
outcomes across multiple countries.

An in-depth analysis of climate change-
related speeches, literature, and policy discourse
contains gaps and possible inclusivity narratives.
Within this context, reparations are analyzed in
the context of climate justice, focusing on the
repayment of harmed communities that suffer the
brunt of climate-related catastrophes. Reparative
justice addresses past injustices and also
strengthens the legitimacy of any likely deals to
be negotiated with vulnerable states in a climate-
focused negotiation framework.

In any case, it is essential to acknowledge
that the Global South needs to be increasingly
active and proactive stakeholders in the
international climate discourse. A case is posited
for climate policies constructed from the
perspectives ~ of  environmental  rights,
responsibility, and equity. The aim here is to
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consider climate action not as something that the
North spearheads but rather as an initiative
grounded in justice and equality emanating from
regional solidarity. By fostering policy freedom
and horizontal cohesion, Global South countries
can transform environmental governance to align
with their priorities and lived experiences.

This research answers the questions:

Why is there a lack of a unified Southern voice
in global climate discourse?

How can the empowerment of Southern
voices lead to climate mitigation and climate
adaptation and collaboration with Global North
over climate action?

The goal of this study is to examine climate
policy and discourse with a particular emphasis
on South Asia and Africa. The methodology for
statistical analysis and content analysis will be
used in the research. The goal of this research is
to investigate the nexus of climate justice and
environmental rights by proposing feasible
policy frameworks, examining shortcomings in
climate discourse, and investigating the
practicality of reparations.

Employing a mixed-methods approach that
includes content analysis and quantitative data
methods, this study conducts an in-depth analysis
of the participation of political actors from the
Global South (specifically, South Asia) in
international climate conversations. The study
adds further scope by setting the southern region
as a benchmark to assess the efficacy of
governance and climate action responsiveness by
global South nations in multilateral platforms.
The study aims to determine whether the
growing political influence of the Global South
is effectively leveraged in climate change
negotiations and policy development at the
international level.

This study also underscores the significance
of South-South cooperation in promoting climate
action within a specific region. The cooperation
mechanism fosters joint environmental concerns
and policies while also developing strategies that
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address the complex challenges faced by
developing countries. The work aims to assess

climate diplomacy  and multinational
partnerships in South Asia, attempting to
discover how transnational activism can
transform  fragmented regional interstate

relations into a cohesive, collective voice in
climate change mitigation discussions. Driven by
two central questions, this research aims to
understand what southern states do to increase
their perceived influence and how much of this
influence is gained by presenting forward-
looking global narratives on climate change.

This project utilizes quantitative data to
assess the performance and impacts of climate
policies across South Asia and African countries.
By assessing the effectiveness of mitigation and
adaptation strategies as well as resource
allocation models, the study provides a
comparison of policies based on empirical
evidence. Such empirical assessment helps
capture the impact of emission reduction
activities, disaster preparedness, and resource
management in countries with comparable
development levels. It also provides insight into
which strategies have been successful and which
ones need to be revisited or further assessed.

Alongside this, qualitative content analysis
will be employed to analyze climate-related
public messages, crafted statements, and political
speeches. Such an analysis is valuable for
understanding the narrative frameworks, salient
themes, and dominant discourses employed by
Southern nations on climate issues. The focus
here is on how Northern viewpoints influenced
Southern policies and discourses and whether
such narratives have undermined or created a
space for developing countries' politics in
climate negotiations.

Coding themes alongside narrative analysis
will reveal the ideologies, power relations, and
cultural frameworks operating within the
strategies for climate cooperation. With these
combined approaches, the study aims to address
the critical gap concerning how Global South
actors construct narratives of environmental
rights and justice and whether those narratives
are supported or obstructed by the prevailing
governance structures of global governance.
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This study provides the most nuanced
understanding of international climate politics by
employing a mixed-methods strategy. It adds to
the scholarship by identifying not only
successful models of cooperation and influence
but also examining the challenges encountered
by underrepresented countries. This study
advances the formulation of climate policies that
simultaneously uphold social justice and
environmental sustainability. With an emphasis
on empirical data and discourse analysis, the
research aims to strengthen global environmental
governance and enable leadership from the
developing world in climate justice dialogue,
thereby  challenging  inequitable  power
structures.

Greater alignment in climate action among
countries in the Global South is deeply needed
for the successful application of the Paris
Agreement and for any meaningful cooperative
effort in addressing climate issues globally (Box
& Klein, 2015). China, as a key country in the
Global South, has been instrumental in
promoting South-South climate cooperation
through the application of diplomatic policies in
renewable energy technologies and lower-carbon
development,  which  have  encouraged
sustainable pathways in the region (Anderson,,
2008). Such an approach helps address climate
change challenges  through  innovation,
financing, and capacity building. The region's
politics severely constrain this type of
cooperation, as do a lack of financial resources
and insufficient infrastructure. These factors
limit the effectiveness of collaborative efforts
toward climate action (Box & Klein, 2015).

In climate-vulnerable states, civil society is
becoming increasingly active as a key
stakeholder in shaping policies that address
environmental changes. Relatively, these
organizations help raise awareness, facilitate
information flow, assist vulnerable groups, and
provide tangible mitigation and adaptation plans
(Burkett, 2006). In Bangladesh and Vietnam,
civil society has attempted to mobilize initiatives
to ensure that governments are held accountable
for incorporating climate policies into
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developmental plans. In Latin America and
South  Asia, Climate Action Networks,
Sustainability Watch, and other similar
organizations have emerged as key players in
promoting climate advocacy (Wirsing et al.,
2013).

Most NGOs are still confined to operating
solely at the national level due to a lack of
resources and other institutional challenges,
highlighting a particular gap in civil society
engagement across different countries. As
regions become more politically active and
governments become more open, a shift is
observed; however, this does not reflect a
southern network's attempt to integrate with
other actors but rather exemplifies problematic
structural issues within the wider governance
framework (Smith, 1998).

Compared to the West, numerous countries
in the Global South still lack robust legislative
and policy frameworks addressing climate
issues. Civil networks have been instrumental in
highlighting policy implementation gaps and
justifying state actions (European Commission,
2020). These groups have undoubtedly shaped
structures and policies related to energy access,
preparedness for natural disasters, REDD+, and
sustainable development. In response to civil
society pressure concerning policies that
promote environmental justice, countries that
were successful in campaigning were offered
new laws and administrative bodies designed to
aid them (Chaturvedi, 2016).

While civil society activism has registered
remarkable successes, it is equally curtailed by
insufficient funding, data, and policy-making
skills. This shortcoming accrues from neglecting
to focus on influential long-term strategic
visioning. Nevertheless, their pace-setting
efforts—especially in the climate change
hotspots—create the enabling conditions for
achieving meaningful advocacy work. The
advocacy work launches from pilot initiatives,
which, when successfully executed, are
leveraged to drive legislative change. This
bottom-up approach, if documented and
systematized, drives sponsorship for state and
federal systems (Bhatiya, 2014).
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Moreover, attempts to bridge the gap
between localized and nationally scoped
activism have been successful in changing
lawmakers' perceptions of climate change. We
have a growing body of evidence that shows
these designs are central to triggering legislative
action, especially when formulated in
conjunction with targeted lobbying and public
pressure campaigns. Still, gaps in the civil
society networks stem from a flaw in the
disconnect between the donors and the
community's realities. For many, international
funding frameworks appear to favor the dictates
of developed nations or global market forces
over addressing the issues posed by the
vulnerable (Chen, 2017).

The lack of sufficient human and financial
resources available within NGOs constrains
them to focus primarily on national policy issues
rather than region-wide or global initiatives.
Nevertheless, the compassion shown by various
international funders toward climate-related
projects has increased lately. However, the lack
of efficient supervision systems often renders
such funding ineffective. To improve funding
outcomes and ensure accountability, some civil
society organizations have begun to demand
changes in how funds are allocated and projects
are financed (Kennedy, 2017).

These changes often focus on enhancing
bottom-up approaches, ensuring alignment with
national funding frameworks, and representing
traditionally excluded groups. Some advocates
have even campaigned against such international
ventures, citing their perceived antagonism
toward the country's underlying social or
environmental focus. The harsh backlash has
been directed at projects aimed at supporting
carbon trading schemes and those promoting
non-developmental financing for national
initiatives (Chen, 2017). Civil actors contend that
these market-based approaches render political
discourse on climate justice a commaodified
realm where the pollution economy and
powerless populations are brutally
overshadowed.

The most heated area of contention has been
opposition to World Bank projects that are
environmentally focused but funded by the
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World Bank. These projects are allegedly failing
to comply with local regulations or causing
disproportionate harm to communities. Activists
have also called for greater transparency in the
funding of these projects as well as in their
implementation. There is also motivation for less
elitist policies, which increase participation by
more diverse sections of the population. This
reaction is part of a larger trend of skepticism
within the Global South, where externally
imposed solutions are countered, particularly
when there is little to no Indigenous input. In
such cases, the knowledge and dignity of local
people are central to the design (Kennedy, 2017).

Environmental degradation during the machine
age was marked by massive industrial waste
discharge, a legacy that laid the foundation for
contemporary environmental crises (Khan,
2021). The rise of environmental political
movements, such as the Green Party, has
paralleled the growth of global capitalism, which
brought environmental concerns to the forefront
of political discourse. These parties advocate
alternative strategies to confront the existential
challenges rooted in unsustainable economic
models. Within this context, “ecological
Marxism” emerges as a critical framework
aiming to confront environmental collapse by
reshaping socioeconomic structures through
socialist principles (Delinic & Pandey, 2012).

Ecological Marxism, a theoretical branch of
Marxist thought, focuses on transitioning from
capitalist-induced ecological crises to ecological
socialism, particularly in advanced industrial
economies. This shift reflects the broader
evolution of Western Marxism, which has
adapted to modern social and environmental
concerns. Proponents argue that ecological
Marxism must be integrated into real-world
political movements if ecological socialism is to
move beyond theory into practice. This
integration hinges on two fundamental critiques:
overproduction and overconsumption. The
former relates to capitalist tendencies to intensify
production for profit maximization, often at the
expense of natural resources (Warren, 1987).
Despite clear evidence of ecological degradation,
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capitalist systems prioritize short-term economic
gains over environmental sustainability due to
the profit motive.

Overconsumption, on the other hand,
describes the consumer behavior incentivized by
capitalism, in which individuals seek satisfaction
through the constant acquisition of goods. This
unsustainable  consumption pattern  fuels
environmental degradation and amplifies the
destructive cycle of production and waste. Both
dynamics form the structural backbone of
capitalist economies, contributing to resource
depletion, pollution, and a deepening ecological
crisis (IQAir, 2021). Moreover, ecological
Marxists identify the exploitation of developing
countries by  wealthier nations termed
"ecological colonialism" as a practice that
deepens global environmental inequality.
Advanced nations leverage their economic and
technological dominance to extract resources and
externalize environmental harms,
disproportionately affecting the Global South.

Capitalism’s inability to address these
challenges effectively is increasingly viewed as
a systemic vulnerability. Ecological Marxists
argue that capitalism not only intensifies
ecological degradation but also perpetuates
Socio-economic inequalities, leaving
marginalized populations most exposed to
environmental harm (Harribey, 2008). This has
fostered a growing belief that environmental
concerns are now more urgent than economic
growth, pushing for an ideological shift in how
global systems prioritize human and ecological
well-being (UN News, 2022).

Within this critique, the concept of
“alienation consumption” emerges. Scholars
argue that modern capitalism promotes artificial
consumption as a response to the alienation
experienced by individuals engaged in
unfulfilling labor (Wirsing et al., 2013).
Consumers seek refuge in material goods, falsely
believing that increased possessions will enhance
satisfaction. This alienation feeds into the cycle
of  overproduction and  environmental
destruction. Ecological Marxists call for the
elimination of consumer alienation through
systemic change, advocating a “zero economic
growth” model that emphasizes sustainability,
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conservation, and fulfillment of human needs
over profit maximization (Chaturvedi, 2016).

Conservationism is foundational to this
model, promoting production and consumption
practices that are ecologically sound and socially
equitable. It aims to reorient human desires and
production systems to align with ecological
limits and community welfare. This includes
fostering intellectual enrichment and community
empowerment alongside material well-being.
Business sectors are urged to fulfill their social
responsibilities by supporting sustainable
innovation and empowering individuals to
pursue meaningful lives within environmental
boundaries.

Ecological Marxists propose a
decentralized, democratic mode of production as
an alternative to the centralized, mechanized
systems typical of capitalist economies (Dillard
et al., 2012). This shift favors small-scale,
community-driven manufacturing over
industrial-scale production. Such localized
approaches not only reduce environmental
damage and carbon emissions but also encourage
human creativity and ecological awareness. They
argue that large-scale mechanized production,
especially in Western countries, reflects an
indifference to ecological constraints and serves
as a violent imposition on both the environment
and human dignity.

The steady-state economy model, which
emphasizes limited growth and efficient use of
finite resources, aligns well with ecological
Marxist principles. This model provides a
sustainable alternative to capitalist growth
imperatives and ensures long-term
environmental and social well-being. By
promoting smaller, decentralized production
units, this model encourages the reconnection of
producers with consumers and communities with
their ecosystems. In such systems, workers
participate actively in management and decision-
making, contributing to personal fulfillment and
collective resilience (Delinic & Pandey, 2012).

Ecological Marxists emphasize that
globalization intensifies capitalism’s negative
ecological and social effects. The global spread
of capitalist production accelerates resource
extraction and deepens socio-environmental

106

Ramsha Qaiser

inequities. As natural resources become
increasingly scarce and contested, conflicts may
intensify. Thus, the ecological crisis is not just an
environmental issue but a symptom of deeper
systemic contradictions within capitalism (Vieira
& Alden, 2011). The proposed solution is not
incremental reform but a radical transformation
of production systems.

To facilitate this transition, ecological
Marxists advocate integrating Marxist principles
into ecological movements, enabling them to
become effective political forces. This includes
connecting ecological activism with wage
struggles and class dynamics, thereby expanding
the political base of the environmental
movement. Additionally, they call for the
institutional strengthening of environmental
movements so that they can function as
organized, influential political actors capable of
shaping policy and societal norms. The dual
transformation of material systems and
ideological frameworks is seen as crucial to
achieving a sustainable future (Box & Kilein,
2015).

Ecological socialism, as conceptualized by
ecological Marxists, represents a mode of
production centered on satisfying human needs
within ecological limits. It is built on principles
of sustainability, resource stewardship, and
social justice. The approach aims to address the
core issues of capitalist economies:
overproduction, waste, and commaodification of
nature. It envisions a world where production
serves collective well-being rather than
individual profit, and where natural systems are
preserved for future generations (Burkett, 2006).
This vision not only critiques the existing system
but offers a constructive blueprint for ecological
and social regeneration.

Western proponents of ecological Marxism
argue that ecological socialism is the only viable
path toward liberating both humanity and the
natural world from the destructive dynamics of
capitalism. They emphasize the need for long-
term planning, equitable resource distribution,
and democratic control over production. Such a
transition would entail systemic changes in
energy use, industrial policy, and social values.
It would also require global solidarity and
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cooperation to dismantle the exploitative
structures that underpin ecological colonialism.

Since the turn of the century, the global economy
has performed well, but Africa has performed
exceptionally well. Despite the fact that the
economy is thriving, there is a rising inequality
between the affluent and the poor, indicating that
the increase in GDP has not been spread evenly.
This insight prompted a shift in perspective,
emphasizing growth that benefits the poor and
reduces inequality over the traditional
concentration on GDP. As a result of this
revelation, this change in viewpoint occurred.
Since its inception, the core notion of inclusive
development has been updated and enhanced in
a variety of ways. According to Kakwani and
Son (2003), after the year 2000, people began to
see progress as beneficial to the impoverished.
Despite the fact that the concept is still in its early
stages, it has already expanded beyond its initial
goal of assisting the development of poor
persons. Kakwani and Siddiqui (2023) defines
"pro-poor growth™ as a necessary condition for
"inclusive development,” and this concept may
be further subdivided into "relative pro-poor
growth" and "absolute pro-poor growth."
Furthermore, "inclusive development” is a
prerequisite before "sustainable development"
can occur. According to Klasen et al. (2005), a
kind of development strategy called "relative
pro-poor growth" occurs when non-poor
incomes increase at a slower rate than poor
incomes. It was determined to develop this novel
method of growth. Absolute pro-poor growth is
defined as growth that leads to an increase in the
absolute incomes of the poor regardless of
changes in the earnings of those who are not
poor. Ravallion (2020) provided the inspiration
for this definition. This definition takes into
consideration any changes in the wages of
individuals in the middle and upper classes. To
put it another way, absolute pro-poor growth
prioritizes the rate of absolute income rise for the
poor above the degree of inequality. Any form of
development plan, whether relative or absolute
pro-poor development, should prioritize the
position of a society's impoverished people. This
should be the end product of both software and
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hardware development. According to to Klasen
et al. (2005), as more individuals participate in
the economic progress process, everyone
benefits. This is true for individuals as well as
society as a whole. One of the distinctive features
of inclusive development, according to to Klasen
et al. (2005), is the absence of bias and
disadvantage. As a result, parallels may be drawn
between inclusive development and growth that
is disproportionately advantageous to the poor.
According to Klasen's (2005) results, inclusive
growth reflects changes in inequality more often
than relative pro-poor growth. Relative pro-poor
growth examines the relative growth and
inequality of the poor compared to non-poor
people. In recent years, proponents of the
concept of inclusive growth have broadened the
debate by giving multiple perspectives on the
outcomes of development in areas such as
education, health, and employment. This was
done in order to extend the scope of the
discussion. The building and construction
industry developed a variety of brand-new and
better techniques as a direct consequence of the
aforementioned occurrence. Kakwani and
Siddiqui (2023) conducted thorough research
from the perspectives of several development
organizations. To guarantee that everyone has a
voice and a stake in  development
decisionmaking, the Asian Development Bank
thinks that gender, ethnicity, race, and the
environment should all be included. The World
Bank, on the other hand, believes that more vital
aims in inclusive development, such as
opportunity fairness, social security, and
meaningful employment, should take precedence
over shortterm income redistribution. The
evaluation of the OECD's inclusive development
strategy advises abandoning GDP-focused
growth strategies in favor of those that
emphasize the well-being of all people. This
suggestion was made based on the evaluation's
results. Based on the evaluation results, this
recommendation was developed. The African
Development Bank, on the other hand, defines
inclusive development as economic growth that
increases people's access to improved social and
economic opportunities over time. This term may
be found in the Manifesto for Inclusive
Development of the African Development Bank.
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The EKC phenomenon has provoked
considerable attention and fierce debate among
professionals and powerful members of society.
The EKC, according to Diao et al. (2009), "may
be gaining intense attention and becoming more
popular in finance and economic literature than
conventional terms such as GDP and prices."
According to Diao et al. (2009), the EKC has
been cited in several scientific works. The
Scopus citation counts provided this information.
The proportion of articles including the term "big
data" increased by 19%, whereas the percentage
of articles containing the words "GDP" and
"prices" increased by just 7.8% and 5.2%,
respectively. The proportion of all articles that
use the term "big data." There is evidence that
academic scholars and policymakers are
becoming increasingly interested in EKC
research. Building on the prior study of Webber
and Allen (2010) published the EKC and
proposed that after a nation has passed the
inflection point, it may "grow out of"
environmental decline. They accomplished this
by introducing the EKC. This move was
performed upon the assumption that nations are
capable of "growing out of" environmental
degradation. They contend that the rate of
environmental degradation in a country
accelerates during its formative years of growth,
but then levels off once the country reaches a
certain level of development. Figure 1 depicts the
EKC hypothesis in its most typical form.
According to EKC research, the population of
developing nations facing substantial poverty
chooses economic expansion above
environmental protection. The Environmental
Knowledge Center has shown, using the above
example, that increased economic success is
associated with declining environmental quality.
This link has the appearance of an upside-down
U. Numerous well-documented researches have
been done to determine if the EKC is a theory
that may be utilized to anticipate legally
enforceable results. There has been much
discussion on the subject, but no resolution has
been reached. Weber and Sciubba (2018), for
example, claimed that the growth in the human
population had no negative consequences on the
natural environment. William (2005) argue that
environmental degradation, such as an increase
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in greenhouse gas emissions, is a direct effect of
economic development. They said that the
evidence shows that this method is valid. on the
other hand, contended that flaws in the research
methods were to blame for the disparities in the
findings of these studies. These problems were
responsible for the disparities in the results of
these investigations. Cederborg et al. (2016) for
example, evaluated the relationship between real
GDP growth and CO2 emissions per capita in a
sample of 15 nations from across the globe. They
got some contradictory results in their research
on the relationship between the two factors.
Despite this, it was discovered that the EKC
hypothesis is correct for the great majority of the
economies studied. In order to determine
whether or not the EKC exists, Onafowora and
Owoye (2014) performed research and analyzed
data from a range of nations, including Japan,
China, South Korea, Brazil, Mexico, Nigeria,
Egypt, and South Africa. Onafowora and Owoye
(2014) examined the data obtained from these
nations to determine the legitimacy of the EKC.
An Nshaped curve was discovered to be a
suitable illustration of the time-dependent
relationship between economic growth and CO2
emissions. They claimed that the diverse
strategies were the consequence of variations in
the levels of development existent in different
countries.

The debate over whether climate change is a real
phenomenon, a hoax, or a natural event has come
to an end. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC)'s Fifth and Sixth Annual
Assessment Reports give evidence to support
this conclusion. South Asia bears the weight of
environmental issues and climate change due to
the region's high frequency of natural
catastrophes (Daily Times, 2022). Increased
birth rates in the area will worsen the effects of
climate change. The area has a slew of
environmental concerns that India and Pakistan
are unprepared to confront (Harribey, 2008).
Climate change exacerbates the negative effects
of factors such as delayed spring precipitation
and altered glacier patterns. By the mid-century,
an alarmingly huge number of people in South
Asia would be hungry. During the 36th meeting
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of the National Security Committee, Pakistan
approved its first National Security Policy
(NSP). Within the NSP, there is a significant deal
of worry about individual safety. When the final,
full version of the NSP is released, politicians
and scholars will surely engage in heated
discussion  (Royle, 2020). The European
Commission developed the European Green
Deal, a comparable coordinated environmental
strategy, in 2020 to help the European Union
meet its National Determined Contributions
(NDCs) in the same area. Members were
expected to make efforts that were both helpful
and praiseworthy (Ahmed, 2014). The European
Union's ability to collaborate effectively may
provide two important lessons. The first is that
climate change has no borders, which implies
that we cannot fix the world's mounting
environmental challenges on our own.
Furthermore, the European Union's attempts to
combat climate change illustrate that
environmental issues affect even the world's
wealthiest countries. Non-traditional security
issues, such as the threat of natural catastrophes
and climate change to almost one billion people
in India and Pakistan, are impossible to dismiss
today. When seen in this light, climate change
may be viewed positively since it offers a chance
for India and Pakistan to end hostilities and work
to overcome their common environmental issues
(Vieira & Alden, 2011). Pakistan and India share
environmental problems, which might inspire
them to work together to address them. This is
without a doubt the most fascinating choice.
Ambassador Kaka Khel recently gave a lecture
as part of a series arranged by the Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS), an Islamabad-based
think organization. As he mentioned in his talk,
he ascribed environmental difficulties in both
India and Pakistan to the precipitate partition of
United India in 1947. Climate change affects
about 1.5 billion people globally; hence, the
repercussions are comparable on both sides of
the border. Multiple states working together may
be more successful than a single state acting
alone. In contrast to present difficulties such as
security  threats, terrorism, and other
socioeconomic catastrophes, persistent
environmental issues cannot be remedied by a
person or group working in isolation. The Paris
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Agreement-allocated Global Climate Fund is
being disbursed at a glacial pace. It is
recommended that India and Pakistan look into
alternate financing sources in order to alleviate
the current environmental problem or, at the very
least, lessen its severity. Since the arrival of the
coronavirus in March 2021, the situation has
steadily improved. Since the Uri Attack in 2016,
hostility has reached an all-time high. Following
the March 2019 attacks in Pulwama, India's
Prime Minister Narendra Modi met with
Pakistani authorities. Pakistan has offered an
invitation to India to participate in a bilateral
conversation on the unresolved concerns, which
include the Kashmir crisis. Pakistani Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif declared at the 6th
Summit of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Kazakhstan
that his country will continue to work with India
to safeguard regional peace and security. At this
moment, India and Pakistan must work together
to avoid the catastrophic impacts of climate
change, which undermine both countries'
security. This kind of partnership has the
potential to revive the SAARC regional body
while also mitigating the effects of climate
change.

Because of the consequences of climate
change, environmental concerns are a source of
worry for millions of people all over the world.
The government's costs and effort spent on these
problems are significant. Because India and
Pakistan share such a large and porous border,
each incident that occurs along it affects both
countries equally.

To manage the world's climate changes, we
need rules and laws that complement one
another. Pakistan and India are under no
obligation to quit the IWT. Alternatively, they
may use the PIC stage to change the treaty's
guiding principles in order to solve the
environmental difficulties that both parties face
in the Indus Water Basin more efficiently in
addition to the issues that occur when water
resources are administered across nations, both
Pakistan and India have difficulty in managing
water resources inside their respective provinces.
Rajasthan in India and Punjab in Pakistan each
claim a significant piece of the Indus Water
Basin. Climate change-induced changes in the
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IWB may be easier to identify if these two
provinces formed a transboundary committee.
The settlement of competing interests between
Pakistan's and India's different provinces is
required for transboundary water management to
remain stable.

Because of rising pollution levels, the
frequency of dry winters is approaching that of
heat waves. Farmers in India and Pakistan
routinely burn post-harvest remnants of grass
and lucerne to clear land for the next crop. Locals
refer to the time when unique flames are lit as
"Parali season." The Parali season lasts from the
middle of October to the beginning of January.
At this time, black smoke is an inconvenience as
well as a potentially dangerous situation for
people of Northern India and Eastern Pakistan
(Weiler et al., 2018). In response to the negative
effects of fog, India launched the National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP) in 2019. In addition,
India abolished the EPCA, an institution in
charge of preventing and regulating
environmental pollution. The legislation created
the Commission for Air Quality Management in
the Indian states of Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh. In Pakistan, however,
government and state bodies lack systems for
efficiently monitoring pollution levels. In
exchange, India should allow Pakistan access to
the commission's earlier efforts and whatever
tools it has established. India seeks Pakistan's
cooperation to address the impacts and
ramifications of pollution. The 1Q Air Quality
Index named Delhi, India's capital, and Lahore,
Pakistan's cultural hub, as two of the three worst
cities in the world in December. Smog, as a
transboundary environmental concern, needs
international cooperation among governments to
improve monitoring and alleviate its negative
effects.

Because of the region’s volatility, even slight
temperature swings may have far-reaching
consequences in South Asia. Pakistan and India
are the countries most vulnerable to climate
change hazards globally. According to the
Global Climate Index for 2021, natural disasters
such as droughts and cyclones have cost Pakistan
$4 billion (Box & Klein, 2015). Pakistani Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif made this point openly
during the United Nations' 77th session. He
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added that, although contributing just 1% to
global warming, Pakistan is bearing the brunt of
the repercussions (Anderson, 2008).
Furthermore, he pushed for developed countries
to send climate monies to Pakistan to compensate
for the damages and losses caused by climate
change. As part of the annual session, Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif met with the presidents
of France, Iran, Japan, and Belgium to stress the
severity of the 2022 floods and ask cooperation
for in the attempt to pay victims. After Pakistan
showed strong proof of "loss and damage," the
United Nations General Assembly opted to
provide cash to address climate change.
Throughout the 27th Conference of the Parties,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations
highlighted the need to put in place strong
measures to address loss and damage concerns.
This illustrates that countries like Pakistan and
India need financial support to make reforms and
strengthen their resilience (Burkett, 2006).
Although India is one of the main producers of
CO2 emissions, the quantity of CO2 emitted per
person in India is substantially lower than in
nations such as Canada, Qatar, and Australia.
India and Pakistan, on the other hand, are both
susceptible to the effects of climate change, and
the region as a whole needs financial support.
Using the SAARC platform, India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh may put pressure on the developed
world to help the poor world compensate for the
destruction and losses caused by climate change.

The provided text offers a rigorous critique of
global climate diplomacy and policy from an

eco-Marxist  standpoint, highlighting the
entrenched  asymmetries in  North-South
relations, particularly as they pertain to

environmental  justice.  Eco-Marxism, a
theoretical synthesis of ecological consciousness
and Marxist political economy, interrogates the
environmental crisis not merely as a scientific or
technical problem but as an outcome of capitalist
structures and imperialist legacies. This
framework allows the critique to unearth the
historical and structural roots of environmental
injustice and clarify the mechanisms through
which the Global North continues to dominate
global climate governance.
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A central theme of the text is the imbalance
between “South-South” and “North-South”
cooperation, a disparity vividly represented in
the word cloud analysis. The dominance of
“North-South” over “South-South” cooperation
reflects the vertical power structures that still
govern climate diplomacy. Within eco-Marxism,
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The text also critiques aid dependency as a
mechanism through which this neo-colonial
dynamic is maintained. From an eco-Marxist
perspective, international aid often operates less
as a tool for empowerment and more as a method
of coercion. Conditionalities attached to climate
aid such as adopting market-friendly reforms or
privileging techno-centric solutions—reduce the
policy autonomy of Southern nations. This
mirrors the broader capitalist practice of creating
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this imbalance is interpreted as a continuation of
colonial exploitation in a new guise—what is
often termed ‘“eco-colonialism.” The Global
North, through its economic and technological
superiority, perpetuates a system of knowledge
and policy imposition that silences the Global
South.

® climate

8 8 e 10

"South-South" and "anh-Sout )

dependent peripheries to secure markets,
resources, and geopolitical loyalty. The research
asserts that this mode of governance entrenches
inequality and  obstructs the  radical
transformations necessary for climate justice.

One of the most striking observations in the text
is the rhetorical presence yet practical absence of
“reparations” in climate literature. While the

term  appears in  policy texts, its
operationalization  remains  elusive.  Eco-
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Marxism helps clarify why: the capitalist world
order is inherently resistant to accountability,
particularly when it undermines the interests of
capital accumulation. Corporations and Global
North states historical polluters and extractors
lack sufficient legal or moral compulsion to
compensate for climate harm. The call for
reparations, then, must go beyond moral appeals
and be embedded in enforceable frameworks

rooted in international law and grassroots
mobilization.

The discussion around “local” and
“communities” versus top-down  systemic

change offers another valuable intervention.
While the literature often celebrates localized
adaptation and traditional ecological knowledge,
the research cautions against the romanticization
of localism. Within an eco-Marxist frame, this
critique is essential. Emphasizing small-scale
community resilience without addressing global
systemic drivers of ecological harm risks victim-
blaming and de-politicizing structural injustice.
It also allows elites—corporate and state actors
alike—to offload responsibility onto
communities while continuing unsustainable
practices.

The comparison of "degrowth" and
"development™ in the text sheds light on the
discourse surrounding capitalism. There is still
an overarching reliance on GDP, technological
advancements, and market expansion despite the
foreboding ecological crises. Eco-Marxism
provides sharp critiques of this phenomenon,
exposing rampant social disparity and
environmental  degradation. The research
suggested degrowth as an alternative that
challenges the profit-centric society, pursues
attainment instead of accumulation, and focuses
on people and nature. The literature's disregard
for degrowth captures the unwillingness within
capitalist societies to accept any challenge to
economic orthodoxy. Still, eco-Marxism asserts
that without a decisive shift away from growth-
centered capitalism, no climate stability is
possible.

The 'North' and 'South' word regions pointed
in the cloud also greatly strengthen the critique
in the mentioned text. The Eco-Marxist theory
views this inequality of knowledge as
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inextricably linked to the South's material
subjugation by the North. Disproportionate
symbolical power, such as who speaks, whose
knowledge is deemed significant, or whose
experiences constitute global climate policy,
revolves around the Northern climate policy.
Who controls policy controls discourse, and
therefore, actors in the North can dictate the
terms of the agreement, silencing opposing
voices? For an equitable and exclusionary
climate mitigation regime to form, these
dominations must be dismantled.

Like with dependence, this theme is as
pivotal. The Global South's dependency on
Northern technology, science, and funding
cultivates a climate governance architecture that
prioritizes compliance  over  sovereignty.
Disciplinary aid, especially in the form of
climate finance, reinforces colonial hierarchies.
Eco-Marxism critiques this as a form of
structural violence, where persistently offered
aid reproduces a dependency framework rather
than fostering autonomy. The South-South
collaboration proposed in the research is
therefore radical—mnot for efficient logistics, but
for epistemic and political self-determination.

As contentious as they are, reparations
return to the forefront of the issue, and Cotterill
identifies them as crucial in the term's broader
sense. While it is unquestionable that the South
is owed reparations, the research reveals an
underlying institutional vacuum in determining
how these reparations will be distributed,
monitored, and enforced. Eco-Marxism insists
that reparations cannot be understood solely in
terms of currency but rather as an effort to settle
accounts within a broader decolonial campaign
that challenges centuries of plundering. This
includes restoring resources, implementing
sovereign climate policies, and implementing
structural changes to the trade and finance
markets that are established to maintain
inequality.

The removal of grassroots participation,
particularly their wvoices and Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK), in favor of
technical know-how sheds light on the fracture in
global policy frameworks when compared to
local scenarios. Eco-Marxism argues for the need
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to democratize the production of knowledge and
the incorporation of TEK in the formulation of
climate responses. It is concerned with the
dominance of technocracy an elite-driven
endeavor that further marginalizes the already
disenfranchised. Every climate transition framed
as 'just' must go beyond shifting fossil fuel
emissions to transforming the power relations
that determine who is empowered to articulate
the issues and who obtains the authority to solve
them.

This research conducts an eco-Marxist analysis
of the global climate discourse, revealing how
Northern epistemic dominance overshadows
Southern knowledge, perpetuating neo-colonial
domination. It critiqued the "North-South"
partnership framework for "cooperation," which
deepens the aid dependency syndrome while
constraining local realities to technocratic and
top-down solutions. The rhetoric of “reparations”
lacks fulfillment because there are no
enforceable conditions that compel states and
companies from the Global North to account for

their emissions, depletion, and ecological
devastation inflicted in the  Southern
Hemisphere.

This analysis demonstrates how statist and
growth-centric approaches and frameworks tend

Vol. VI, No. Il (Spring 2023)

to suppress grassroots-level mobilization and
degrowth alternatives, thereby restricting radical
change. It highlights the need for South-South
cooperation, which draws upon community-
based paradigms such as Buen Vivir, Ubuntu,
and Swaraj, which emphasize relationality,
sufficiency, and ecological balance. These
frameworks resist capitalist logic and offer
morally sensible approaches to climate resilience
that are grounded in ethnography and juxtaposed
with the dominant reasoning.

Advocacy involves establishing new
regional working groups for the legal accounting
of climate damage, implementing a Global
Climate Damages Tax, and setting strict limits on
consumption and extraction. Governance must
prioritize frontline communities, women, and the
indigenous population. Civil society is vital in
combating the proliferation of technocratic rule
and fostering bottom-up, non-elitist climate
policies.

The study proposes integrating agroecology
with the democracy of renewable energy as a
solidarity economy, in addition to conducting
ecological debt audits. Such practices can
operationalize reparation strategies through seed
banking and stewardship of water by Indigenous
Peoples.
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